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Why should we celebrate the Freedom Charter when it is not implemented in 
its entirety? Out of the 10 clauses, 
only a few can be evidently traced 
in the policies that the government 
has adopted over the past few years. 
The following are the clauses that the 
Congress of the People adopted into 
the Charter which was held on the 26 
and 27 of June 1955:
THE PEOPLE SHALL GOVERN. 
This important clause emphasises 
the collective governance of our 
country. ‘The people shall govern’ 
means that the people shall vote for a 
party and leader whom they perceive as 
suitable to advance the socio-political 
and economic causes of the masses. In 
addition, it also means that the voice of 
the people should inform the policies 
that are adopted by government. Do 
we see that in our current government?
ALL NATIONAL GROUPS SHALL 
HAVE EQUAL RIGHTS.
The plurality of our society poses a 
challenge in how the subjects should 
be treated. This clause means the 
complete elimination of superior 
groups in our society. Is everyone 
treated the same in South Africa? Are 
black people treated the same as white 
people?
THE PEOPLE SHALL SHARE IN THE 
COUNTRY’S WEALTH.
The minerals beneath the soil and 
the land still remain in the hands of the 
minority. The Freedom Charter called 
for nationalisation of mines, banks and 
industrial monopolies. Can this be seen 
in the policies of the government of the 
day?
THE LAND SHALL BE SHARED 
AMONG THOSE WHO WORK IT.
We have seen a lot of documents 
aimed at redistributing the land back 
to its rightful owners. It is a sad reality 
that less than 20% of the land has 
been returned to the people. White 
farmers are still comfortably claiming 
ownership of stolen property. 
5. All shall be equal before the law.
Is Justice served? Why are apartheid 
agents who committed atrocities 
and murdered our people still not 
prosecuted?  Have government 
officials been arrested for corruption? 
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Have we dealt with and arrested 
those white farmers who continue to 
abuse and violate the human rights of 
black people in our countryside? Are 
police who have committed criminal 
offenses and acted against their oath 
in jail? Did the Marikana commission 
serve justice to the victims? Did Oscar 
Pistorius receive a proper sentence for 
murdering his girlfriend? 
ALL SHALL ENJOY HUMAN 
RIGHTS.
Our Constitution guarantees 
our people the freedom to protest 
and demonstrate. People in various 
parts of the country have been shot 
for participating in protests and 
demonstrations parties. Are our rights 
protected in the Constitution? Why do 
the police use rubber bullets routinely 
and live rounds too often? Is the 
militarisation of the new police ‘force’ 
a poor exchange for the police ‘service’ 
we need?
THERE SHALL BE WORK AND 
SECURITY.
The Labour Act establishes the 
overall setting in a work place. It 
gives employees the right to associate 
themselves with any union. It 
guarantees workers the right to organise 
themselves and to collective bargaining. 
If we are truly honest and committed 
to the Freedom Charter, then why 
are we looking at alarming statistics of 
unemployment, exploitation and gross 
inequality?
THE DOORS OF LEARNING AND 
CULTURE SHALL BE OPENED.
One of the greatest setbacks in 
our society is illiteracy. Millions of 
South Africans cannot write their 
names yet they are walking on 
gold. Students are turned away 
from universities and technical and 
vocational institutions because their 
studies cannot be accommodated by 
the fiscal budget.  Tertiary education 
is extremely expensive. Young \ 
poor black people cannot afford to 
pay even the registration fees. Are 
doors freely opened in higher learning 
institutions?
THERE SHALL BE HOUSES, 
SECURITY AND COMFORT.
Over the past twenty years nearly 
two million people have received some 
form of housing benefit. But there are 
millions who still do not enjoy the 
benefit of houses, security and comfort. 
Are we safe? Are we secure?
THERE SHALL BE PEACE AND 
FRIENDSHIP.  
Xenophobic attacks directly 
contradict this clause. Some of our 
people have shown no remorse in 
their wild acts. They have murdered 
and burnt our brothers and sisters who 
come from other African countries. 
As much as we need to always 
qualify our argument by looking at 
the period we have had in power, we 
could have done better. The Freedom 
Charter is no longer the document of 
the collective. 
Decolonising the mind first before 
economic emancipation
The struggle for economic freedom 
in our lifetime has been intensified 
and heated. The consciousness resides 
within the deepest thoughts of the 
African masses that the century for 
African Renaissance has arrived.
I just hope that when we do attain 
and realise the economic emancipation 
project for Africa and her people, 
the work of decolonising the mind 
of black people will also have been 
concluded and sealed. Otherwise, we 
are continuing to participate in and 
perpetuate our own oppression.
Decolonise the mind first, then 
economic freedom!
A diluted Freedom Charter
The sudden emphasis and 
reinforcement of the Freedom Charter 
is a socio-political and economic 
mirage since the ruling party has been 
pursuing neo-liberal policies that are 
not aligned with the basic tenets of the 
Freedom Charter.
The ANC must realise that they 
have been reinforcing neo-colonial 
structures in our country and post-
independent Africa. It must become 
clear to them that the outcry from 
the black disadvantaged is valid and 
cannot be ignored any longer.
Political opportunism has been 
part of the ANC’s DNA at times of 
desperation. Dedicating the new year 
as the period of the Freedom Charter 
is an overt signal to anyone who closely 
examines the political landscape of 
our country that the ruling party is 
vigorously challenging the EFF.
Despite this, the ANC is honestly 
responding to the Economic Freedom 
Fighters (EFF) radical stances on 
eradicating poverty, reducing the 
unemployment rate and fighting crime 
fastidiously.
Without a doubt the ANC inherited 
a reeling and bankrupt economy in 
1994. The South African economy 
had major structural flaws that needed 
carefully crafted economic policies 
to integrate the economy into the 
mainstream world economy. With that 
in mind, the ANC devised the Growth, 
Employment and Redistribution 
Policy (GEAR). GEAR was introduced 
in 1996 with the aim of addressing 
the socio-economic challenges of 
the present day. It was necessary for 
the ruling party to act immediately in 
order to avoid perpetuating a stagnant 
economy.
GEAR, as a macro-economic policy, 
contained a firm and central principle 
aimed at integrating the developing 
economy into the global community 
with the assumption that exports will 
pull up the economy rapidly and 
thereby balance the inequalities that 
existed.
GEAR, to a certain extent, achieved 
laudable results but it also made the 
South Africa economy vulnerable 
to global twists and turns. The 
government then decided to introduce 
the Accelerated and Shared Growth 
Initiative of South Africa (Asgisa) to 
enhance the government’s capacity to 
implement policies.
The saddening reality is that when 
these policies and plans were devised, 
there was no mention of the Freedom 
Charter or any close alignment to that 
document.
The National Development Plan 
(NDP) is another plan that does not 
take the fundamental clauses of the 
Freedom Charter into consideration.  It 
is a plan that will continue to reinforce 
the capitalist account pattern which will 
perpetuate racial under-development 
and inequalities.
Reclaiming the Freedom Charter 
should mean that the ANC will have 
to go back to the drawing board and 
perform a serious paradigm shift in 
order to implement the clauses of the 
Freedom Charter.
They are taking chances! ■
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